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QuoVadss,

ComEuter Engineers?
by Phitchayaphong Tantikul

The journey continues... but “quo vadis” or where are you
headed? Do you know where you're going to?

What to do after graduation? Many of you especially fresh-
men who don’t know about what is computer engineer-
ing, what are you going to do after you graduate? What ca-
reer do you want to land on? Even if 'm just a student like
you, | write this article to tell you something about the ca-
reer in this field.

Computer Engineering Department will teach you anything
that covers computer related field. Some of you may think it's
so boring because they think they already know what they
want to do or what they like.They may like computer net-
working, computer programming, electronics or digital relat-
ed, etc.

| suggest you find out what you really need and want. WHO
AREYOU! This is just a simple question but hard to find the

10 Fastest Growing Occupations for College Grads

Network systems and data communications analysts 186 292 57
Physician assistants 63 Ol 49
Medical records and health information technicians 147~ 216 47
Computer software engineers, applications 394 573 46
Computer software engineers, systems software 281 409 46

Physical therapist assistants 50 73 46
Fitness trainers and aerobics instructors 183 264 45
Database administrators 110 159 44
Veterinary technologists and technicians 53 76 44
Dental hygienists 148 212 43

4.Ask your close friends. This helps you a little. No one
knows yourself but YOU.

After you discover that it's your life, it's your destiny to do

this thing and this thing is in computer-related field. | would
tell you that now you got a goal. How to walk towards that
goal? It depends on you, too. No one can teach any student
to be Einstein. It’s on himself. | tell you don’t just depend on
teaching.You need to go extra mile.You need to do learn by

yourself. IT" JUST YOUR BRAIN.And it’s your future, anyway.

At the end of your 4th year here, you'll get a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Computer Engineering.What's going to be next?

There are two main choices for you now: study a master’s
degree or get a job.

If you choose the first, you have to continue thinking about:
- Which master’s degree you want? It may still be computer
engineering degree or another field. It's your choice.
-Where will you study? Study abroad, continue studying in
the same university or anywhere else.

But if you will be looking for a job, you have to collect as
information as you can from many companies as pos-

ytlme you want, can 't you’

.. “l was just bored”? “Nothlng interesting”? or “No
sumed for me”? These will give you a bad impression about
yourself. | suggest tha A

that you want most (as
years. It will help your j

Occupations with the Most New Jobs: Bachelor’s Degrees

2002 2012 Change

Elementary school teachers, except special education 1467 1,690 223
Accountants and auditors 1,055 1261 205
Computer systems analysts 468 653 184
Secondary school teachers, except special and 988 1167 180
vocational education !
Computer software engineers, applications 394 573 179
Special education teachers 433 563 130
Computer software engineers, systems software 281 409 128
Network systems and data communications analysts 186 292 106
Network and computer systems administrators 251 345 94
Computer programmers 499 571 73

SOURCE: United States Bureau of Labor Statistics

sound like physics?) it is not possible for me to
number of different resources at

you have to do this? When you get a job, you

soon! But don’t worry, it’s
hat Nostradamus has been
dred years; nor is it
Al Qaeda or by
oncerned with

to deal with the job terested field? Have
you done your researches to find the best colleg-
es or institutes that will realize your plan?

Are you well prepared for your future in either
for your job or your higher education? Or, at least,
have you ever discovered yourself and decided
where you are going to go and what you are going
to do after the graduation at all?

“Oh Enough!” | heard one said, yes, everyone
would agree so. However, it is always be there
even if you don’t want to think of it. Sound cruel
but absolutely true.

Let's Move!

Now, let’s get to the point! No matter how much
you are aware of this, like going to the war, you
need to be prepared! So today, you are about to
be trained, sarge! As we are all computer engi-
neering students, starting with a simple question,
what is our field of interest in computer engineer-
ing? Everyone may have different reasons in their
minds in joining this faculty but what can be as-
sumed to be identical is his/her goals to get th:
most from computer engineering. So after tw
more years in the campus one should gain a clear-
er vision of his/her destination and find himself/
herself a specialized field.

It is uncommon that your mind might go blank
when thinking of it if you are yet freshmen. Do
you have any idea on how many fields are avail-
able in CPE? No problem, here are some of the
possible fields in CPE are Networking, Comput-
er graphics,Animation and vision,Artificial Intelli-
gence and natural language processing, Embedded
Systems,VLSI and microchip design, Computer Ar-
chitecture and grid Technology, Circuit Design and
Control System, Pervasive Computing and Infor-
mation Networking, Software Architecture and
Agent-based Computing and etc.

Please ask Doctor Goog if you have any questions

Bb positions are based on
e are not asking you to be
ave any kind of mastery; before
e debate here you have some good
s'from a senior’s point of view which will
re the importance of this issue a little more.




So what are on! Check i c;‘ comes tog
‘with brief explanations for eachjob. ™"

http:/ priincetonreview.com/college/research/majors/ca-
reers.asp/majorlD=70

Computer Engineering is

that’s in demand. Softwa

quire gra
Computer Engineering also makes great preparation for
medical school, business school, and law school (particularly if
you want to specialize in patent law).

However, for many reasons, continuing graduate school pro-
gram abroad can be cumbersome. In general it comes to-
gether with a lot of burdens such as prices that we can hard-
ly afford. Nowadays you can obtain your degree by distance
learning programs. It becomes more popular since the inter-
net can deliver students the virtual classroom and number of
interactive learning media.

One most valuable resource is from the experienced. It is
quick and easy to ask and consult with the one you trust.
There are many solutions if you qualify for all conditions but
suffering from the great costs of registration fees. From the
author’s point of view from one year experience in Japan,
there are many local scholarships available for foreigner who
wants to study there. So one possibility is to go there and en-
ter some language schools by your own effort, and then look
r the scholarship that best fits you without having to chal-
nge the scholarships granted in your homeland.

wever, you do this with your own risk. It’s more sensi-

ive when you are going to support yourself at the first place
where you have to compete for the prize you may not get.
And if you are thinking of ‘aru-bai-to’ or to do part-time job
to aid your finance you may need a work permit if it is stat-
ed so in the law of that country where it might vary from
place to place.

Go on sarge!
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Welcome to the real world! Enjoy your

Search and
Destroy!

Know where to go now?
Well, well, don’t be too hasty!
See what we've got for you!
It’s the trend! Read this or
get out of the track!

Three Industries Poised
For Job Growth in 2006
By Jared Flesher (http://www.
careerjournal.com/)

He claimed that recruiters
and economists say health-
care, biosciences or technol-
ogy industries fields will lead
the nation in new-job cre-
ation in 2006 where U.S. job-
growth projections for 2006
from research firm Moody's
Economy.com is given that
computer-systems-design
and related service compa-
nies: 81,000, up 6.8% ! There’s
a lot more interesting details
in website you should take
alook !

Ten Hottest Careers for
College Graduates (http://
www.collegeboard.com/)

Experts Predict Where the
Jobs Will Be in 2012
Wondering where the jobs
will be in the future? US
Government economists
estimated which occupa-
tions would grow fastest be-
tween 2002 and 2012.They
also predicted which occu-
pations would have the most
new jobs.

The Technology Skills Em-
ployers Value Most

By Thomas Hoffman From
Computerworld ( http:/
www.careerjournal.com/ )

“Whether you're looking
for a job or looking to fill
one, expect hiring to heat up
this year, driven by small but
consistent gains in T bud-
gets.And if you're a job seek-
er with the right skills, 2006
could be your big year”.

Editonal

Getting Ready for the Real World
Challenges

In a highly competitive job market, only “the trained man wins”.

In this issue, you will notice that most topics deal on how we, com-
puter engineers, can be successful in our chosen field. This theme was
chosen because there are many CPE students who are still uncertain
of what job they will land on someday. It is important to decide as ear-
ly as possible on what we would like to specialize or master based on
our interests so we can prepare ourselves for the war.You may read
our cover story,“Are you ready for the war?” by Arto with P’'Dear’s
“Quo Vadis, Computer Engineers?”’.

Our preparation for a good future has started since we were small.
However, what the employers want to see are our credentials on how
we performed in college and, of course, our skills and character. They
want to see what we have done in the past particularly in our univer-
sity life. Being active in university and department worthwhile organi-
zations and activities can make our resume more attractive for em-
ployers.This will give them an impression that we can easily mingle
with people and have practiced the ability to achieve certain goals for
a team.The article of P’Phond will give you insights on how to achieve
academic excellence while we don’t have to detach ourselves from ex-
tracurricular activities that will help us develop to become a team-play-
er or be on top in a company someday.WVriting an article, for example,
requires time to research and to think logically so perseverance and
creativity are needed here. There will be some mistakes in your article
that may need revision so you will be advised to rewrite it. The worst
is, if your article does not conform to the standards so your work will
be junked and you have to think of a better writing style or a more in-
teresting topic to write about.This is not only a humbling experience
but harnessing your skills as well. Be patient and humble enough to ac-

cept your mistakes. Claude Bernard says,“It is what we think we know
already that often prevents us from learning”. In the real world, not

all our work will be appreciated so this is a fact in life we must learn.
Therefore, being open-minded and joining campus activities help us to
develop our skills and to grow in our character to prepare us for the
real world challenges.

If you wish to further your studies abroad not only to make your cre-
dentials more attractive but to improve your knowledge and skills in
your chosen field as well as your language skills, you may avail of the
2+2 Program of our department. (That is, 2 Years at KMUTT, 2 Years at
Missouri, University, USA). If you decide to go to Missouri University,
USA, after two year here at KMUTT, you should read P’Noon’s article.
You may also read P'Tip-Top’s article written from Bremen University,
Germany.They don’t only share their memorable and funny experienc-
es but they give us valuable pieces of advice on how to survive in uni-
versities abroad.

To sum up the points of various writers in this issue, in order for us to
be successful in our chosen field, first we must know ourselves.Then
we should set our goals.“Setting goals is the first step in turning the in-
visible into visible” (Anthony Robbins).After setting our goals, we must
work hard and go extra miles to achieve them even taking the risks

so we must develop our character.VVe should be prepared for the re-
quirements, challenges and surprises in the real world of job.The Da-
lai-Lamma puts it in his Instructions of Life,*Take into account that
great love and great achievements involve great risk”.

Edora Saff
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A Night to Remember
by Nan

“Count off 1,2,3..”, Mr.Woody urged everyone dur-
ing the warm-up game.All of us should have presence
of mind otherwise....oooppppsss! “Penalty! Walk like
Chicken Little, render a song or anything you can do
to entertain!!!” It was Christmas Eve and we were on
the 8th Floor of CB4 partying while other students
were busy pouring all their energy on their books as
it was midterm examination period.

How did all this come to reality? During the first
week of the midterm exam when Christmas was ap-
proaching, | and my friends thought of a party to
break the monotony of rigid reading and examina-
tion.Then we met Ms. Eunice, our ever approach-
able International Program Coordinator (during my
birthday) and we asked her,“Don’t we have a Christ-
mas Party?” Then she said, “Let’s see what we can do
as you have your exams...”“But we need a break, any-
way,” we insisted.

The following day, we were so glad Ms. Eunice finally
posted an announcement that Santa Claus is coming
to the 8th Floor. So we were so excited then.

Because it was our idea to hold a party, we helped Ms.
Eunice in every step of the way. Buying stuffs we need-
ed for the party, decorating the hall,and even prepar-
ing the food. It was fun to do everything with friends,
anyway.

Asked what did | enjoy most in the party? Of course,
the Christmas carols.The carolers in their choir
gowns beautifully sang Christmas songs | usually hear
at the malls and English FM stations. | couldn’t believe
my ears listening for the first time to real blended

Loy Kra'Tongs Day at KMUTT

by Sai

J‘ [~
music that Christmas Eve of December 24th.

Although the time was short, | and my friends had a
great time, anyway.VVe had to finish quickly our din-
ner; sponsored by our very supportive department,
so we could continue with the games.VVe joined
the games such as Trip to Jerusalem and Newspaper
Dance and won some prizes. CPE Department also
supported us with the prizes.WVell, it was not only the
prize that made us happy but our participation itself.
It's fun falling from the chair when somebody would
grab the chair so he/she won't be out of the game.
Falling on the floor was part of the game. (Hahaha!!!)
The Newspaper Dance was more difficult but for lov-
ers, it was a great chance for holding each other tight
(without malice) for the sake of staying in the game.

The exchange gift was a lot of fun, too.VVe never
knew who would get our gift and whose gift would
we get. My Emcee partner, Gap, who is a very good
Emcee (in English huh!!!), facilitated the drawing of gift
numbers. (By the way, the program was conducted in
English all through out including the games.)

How we wished to stay for the karaoke but Ms. Eu-
nice reminded us that we could stay until 12:00 mid-
night only and it was half past twelve then so we had
to call it a night. Anyway, she promised that next year,
the party should start earlier so we can have more
activities.And we had to go back home for anoth-

er day of reading. Hmmm!!! It pays to take a break
some time so as not to overload our head with too
much seriousness.VVe need to relax amid our pres-
sures, don’t we?

Short as it was, even if Santa Claus never truly ap-

peared at the party, it was really a night to remember
in our university life.

On November 16,2005, there was a big celebration for Loy Kra Tong Day at KMUTT. Students from each de-
partment had their own booth for selling things or playing games.A lot of people around this area came to join
Loy KraTong Festival at KMUTT.There was a huge crowd that night. Even if it rained twice during the festival,
there was lots of fun especially at CPE’s booth where we had a game called “VVorm Racing”.To play the game,
one needed to choose whatever number that he liked then we put worms on the track.And if the number
which the racer chose is the same as the number which the first worm got to victory point, he would be the
winner.And the winner would get good prices from us.VVhat was good about our CPE booth was that, every-

one who played the game with us got a price from us even though he or she didn’t win.

Noon is 2nd from the right. (In yellow)

by Kullanuch Saelow (Noon)

When | first transferred to University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia in the United States with CPE Department of
KMUTT’s 2+2 Program, | was not at all confident. Dur-
ing my first week there, | learned to find an apartment,
open a bank account, open utilities account (water; gas,
telephone, electricity, and internet), and contact my de-
partment advisor. Unlike studying at KMUTT, where all
courses for students during each semester are planned
by the department and students simply have to follow,
each student has to select his/her own courses for each
semester by making an appointment with his/her advi-
sor. So my first lesson in US was ““| need to grow up”. |
had to become independent and make decisions by my-
self; | was all | got in US. Of course, | had friends (there
were five of us who went there together) and there is
aThai student association at the University that would
often lend a helping hand, but unlike living in Thailand,
when it comes to decision making, everyone is on his/
her own.

My second lesson was actually the most difficult for me
because, like most Thai people, | was taught to always
be polite and soft spoken. Once in a while during some
classes, students have to form a group and work on a
project for duration of time. So each group has to, from
time to time, report its progress. It was often done in
the large auditorium and there were no microphones. |
usually was told to speak louder and to maintain “‘eye-
contact”.The reason | could not speak out loud was be-
cause | was worried about my accent. | was also scared
that | would say something wrong or | felt that my proj-
ect was inferior to others. My first advice to everyone is
to just forget about minor thing like accent. Show them
your confidence and charm. Second, you have to be
proud of what you have done first before you can really
impress anyone with it.

My third and most important lesson is that | need to
have work experience. In the US, university students
mostly get little or no support from their parents.They
have to work to earn for their living and tutorial fees. So
they would have work experience already before they
graduate.When applying for a job in the US, the com-
panies would ask about “your work experience or your
internship”. Most Asian students find searching for a
job in the US difficult because they have no work expe-
rience to impress the companies. So “find a part-time
job”! Be prepared if anyone plans to transfer to the US
and would love to work out there.The ideal part time
jobs would be working as assistants in the department’s
computer labs or help some professors with their proj-
ects. Keep both your eyes and ears wide open for any
opportunities that would come along.

In conclusion, after spending two and a half years in the
US, | learned to become tougher; independent, alert,
confident and proud with my profession. | would say
that transferring to the US is a challenge risking.




A CPE Student in Germany
On-Line with CyberAnt

o i -
TipTop is Ist from the right. (In green)

by Paisid Chiemchanya (TipTop)
Hallo, wie geht es dir? (Hello, how are you?)

| am a student in the International Student Exchange
Program established by KMUTT and University of Bre-
men, Germany. | am here to participate in Digital-Media
Master’s Program for one semester. So I'll be studying
here from October, 2005-March, 2006. | hope you will
enjoy reading my article as CyberAnt Magazine Editor
requested me to email an article to him for publication.

During my group’s first week here in Germany, | was sit-
ting on my desk next to the window in my guesthouse
thinking about my first day being here.| was impressed
by German people.They helped us manage our student
registration, immigration, insurance and VISA exten-
sion. By the way, there are seven of us here - Nu, Boy,
Aoo,Yae, Bank, Pow and myself so it’s quite a bunch of
friends. (The more the merrier!)

I'll go to the university today because the 3D music de-
sign will start at 10.15AM. In Germany, I've encountered
with some common German’s speeches such as “See
you there at 9.18” or “Sorry I'll be late for 6 minutes”.
They are very punctual. If you are late for |5 minutes,

by Por and Pla

the one who got an appointment with you might al-
ready be gone.Today | will take responsibility for a pre-
sentation of my research area.| am very excited with
the learning system here. Most of the courses are proj-
ect-based so everyone who is attending the course

will have a chance to express his ideas independent-
ly.All members of the class can state their opinion even
though those notions are almost different from the
teacher’s point of view. For the 3D music course that |
am taking here, students attending the course have their
own research area.The research area covers the en-
tire content of the course.VVe spend almost all of the
class time discussing across each research areas. No ex-
amination! Your grade will be determined by your term
project. Even for more theoretical courses, oral exami-
nation is used for grading instead of paper-based. More-
over, since every course is free of charge, students can
attend any course that they want without registration
required.At the end of each semester, students will reg-
ister for credits in the courses they want to be grad-
ed. Germans’ attitude on studying is that they focus on
knowledge and skills learned from class rather than ex-
pecting good grades.

I’'m sitting on my desk searching for the weather infor-
mation. Today, the temperature is 20°C, no rain and no
snow. In Germany, the lowest temperature is down to
around -20°C. EXTREMELY COLD!!! | am thinking how
| can survive with that temperature. | think | am very
lucky for being here. | got huge amount of experience
on study and living abroad. | got new friends from many
countries and | learned so much about cultural differ-
ences. | will not ask myself again what is my aim for be-
ing here.This is such a very worthwhile time for me.

Tschuess! (Bye!)

Once upon a time in the land called KMUTT, there was a monster called
KFC. This monster was pure of evil. He forced everyone in his land to

eat a disgusting food for times.

the brand new one. | searche

to find out the model of mo

One day, there was a guy from CPE department. He was very smart and

extremely good looking. He wanted to escape from this monster. So the

guy sneaked out on the back gate of KMUTT, then he made his way on ile p 0,000
the right. Finally he stopped his journey at the place called “Kor-Chang” ‘ a small
next to the Erawan dormitory. His eyes opened wide to see a new eat-

ery. He didn’t waste anymore time as he was very hungry.The guy saw

the menu and he was shocked. Every dish he saw was duck! Duck noo-

dles, duck meat, duck khao lao. The guy ordered for one. He tried it out

and couldn’t believe his own tongue.

When he finished his meal he asked the manager of Kor-Chang what
time is the place available. The manager said that Kor-Chang will be avail-
able at 7.00am - 3.30pm. He was thinking “This place is a haven! Maybe

| should sneak out to eat here everyday!” After that, the guy lived happi-
ly ever after.

For more information, search.at. WWW/epe

Let’s party after the exam JPégsures!
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Ireland In my eyes

by Ajarn Tiranee

To experience Ireland was something | always want-
ed to do. A lot of time, | imagined myself listening to
a peaceful Celtic music while walking along the end-
less green field that dropped down to a dramatic
seascape with the castle on the top of the cliff. To ac-
tually take the trip though, was never a reality until |

met Trish, my first Irish friend.

Trish is from a small town in Ireland, a town where
everybody knows everybody’s business. Her fam-
ily still lives in the same area, the same house as
they always do for generations. All the stories she
told about her childhood and her hometown fasci-
nated me. One day out of the blue, we started to
talk about visiting Ireland, and bit by bit the trip was

planned.

Early morning of August the 4th 2001, | landed at the |
Shannon airport in Ireland. After a long flight | was
tired and wasn’t looking forward to driving. Never-
theless, | got in the car with a stick shift and drove on
the other side of the road, in a foreign country, to a
town I've never heard of, to meet my friend Trish.

It was very easy to find a hotel where | was sup-
posed to meet Trish because there was only one ho-

An Exceptional
Student’s
Secret of
Excellence
Revealed

by Thanin

Hi folks! In this edition we have an in-
terview from a pretty and intelligent girl,
P’Phond, (Phond Punchongharn) who
graduated last year with the Medal of
First Class Honor from our university
with a GPA of 3.96.She’s now taking up
her Master’s Degree for free here at CPE,
KMUTT being one of her incentives for
her academic excellence. Her motto in
life is:*“The great success in life is self-con-
trol” and despite her hectic schedules she
always spares time playing games, reading
books and surfing the Internet. Let’s see
what she tells us on how she got such an
excellent performance.

T:Have you read our first edition? What

do you think about it?

P: Of course. | think CyberAnt is great
for giving information to CPE students
and for showing their opinions. More-
over, our English skills are practiced.

T:Any column that you like?

P: SitDown! SpeakUp! | enjoy reading
expression of others’ opinions on in-
teresting topics.

T:After 4 years of undergrad experi-
ence, what is your favorite food at KFC
Food Center)?

with spicy clam but it's so rare.
n have it only few days in a

ell, why did you

choose to study in KMUTT at first?
P:The first reason is that KMUTT is a
well-known university. Besides, it has
Computer Engineering which is my fa-
vorite field since | was young and also
| got the quota for it.

T:And how do you feel about being with
the CPE?

P: CPE people are friendly and have
unity. There are many activities that are
held thru CPE students’ as well as fac-
ufty and staff’s cooperation such as,
“Meeting” to welcome the freshmen,
“Byenior” which is a farewell party for
the seniors, and the CPE Sports Day
(which we held last week) to promote
unity among the students, faculty and
staff etc.

T:So what are you doing now after grad-
uation?

P:I'm presently enrolled at the grad-
uate program of the CPE here at
KMUTT.

T: Okay, why did you choose to continue
studying? Many of your friends are work-
ing at various companies now.
P:Umm... there are many reasons.
Firstly, | have a great opportunity to be
awarded by Computer Engineering
Department a scholarship offered to
its excellent students.

T: Oh wow! Did you accept it right away?
P:Yup, | was encouraged by Aj. Tiranee
and my family to accept it. | think not
many people obtain this privilege. It's
like a reward that | deserve after all
my hardwork. Moreover; | want to be
my own boss for the moment and |
am also interested in academic work.

T: How great is that! Many people told
me that they wonder how you got such a
very high grade in your undergrad. Please
share about it with us.

tel in town. In Ireland’s 37 County, there are only 4 cities, the rest are towns and villages. Dublin is the biggest with
1.5 millions, which is more than a third of Ireland total population (of 3.5 millions). Dublin is followed by Cork City,
Limerick City,and Galway City. By the time we get to the fourth biggest city, there are fewer than 60,000 people.

| arrived at Pat and Pauline’s (Trish’s parents) around 3 in the afternoon. | was amazed at what | saw. Trish grew

up in a house surrounded by farms, animals, and green field. She had cow, sheep and hen as pets. Her parents are
charming and friendly. Her dad greeted me at the door. He was in his brown suit and a hat, looked just like an Irish
in a movie. Strokestown is small with only 600 people. Everyone knows everyone. To send a letter to any resi-
dent,all you need is a person’s name. There is no street name and no house number on the address. | guess the
mailman has to be local in town because if he moved here from somewhere else, he wouldn’t be able to deliver
any letter in this system. | sat down in the dining room and had a nice chat with Pat, the dad. He was interested in
how Thai people live, how we build our house, and what we eat. | am probably the first Thai he has ever met. He
seemed fascinated by my story as | was to his. He is the main construction man in town,and has built almost ev-
ery house around the area. | walked around admiring the house and the scenery around it. The house was neatly
arranged with simple decoration. The inside was renovated not too long ago, but the actual building was 300 years
old. People and places are filled with Irish traditions.

| didn’t have that much time to relax because within an hour we were to leave the house again for a football game,
Gaelic football. Trish’s brother happened to get a hand on a few rare football tickets for the quarter final round be-
tween their home team, Roscommon, and the Galway team. | was excited to get to see the match. | had nev-

er seen Gaelic football before. All | knew was that it was a hybrid between soccer and rugby, a fast and very physi-
cal game. The match was played in Castlebar; Co. Mayo, which was about an hour away. However, with all the traffic
the game generated, it took us three hours to get to town and we had to park a couple of miles outside of town
and walked to the stadium. We missed the first half of the match. | didn’t realize until | was in the stadium how se-
rious the Irish take their sport. The place was packed with about 30,000 people (probably 10 times more than the
town population) cheering for their home team. All the players are dedicated to winning and bringing the trophy
back to their county. These players had to practice 3-4 times a week during the season. Many of them had to drive
for hours to the practices as many live in Dublin. To play for the county team, the person had to be born and grew
up in that county. The most amazing thing of all was that, this was NOT a professional sport. Nobody gets paid to
do it. It was a pure sense of pride and love for the game and their county. | was in with the game and the people. |
even wore the Roscommon headband and did the wave with the crowd. It was a fun experience, but unfortunately
Roscommon lost to Galway. We had a quiet ride back home.

P:Surel It's simple. All | did was to pay
attention to every class and intend
to do all of my homework by myself.
Thus, | do not spend much time to
prepare for examination.

T:Aha the exam! You know that usual-

ly the students will group themselves for
reading and tutoring.Are you the one
who do tutoring every time?

P:Yes, most of the time. But my friends
know that they should prepare them-
selves first and then ask me only the
point that they don't understand. It is
impossible to learn all of the materials
just before the day of the exam.That's
cramming! And cramming or study-
ing right before the exam isn't effective
because you try to push everything

in your head all together The exam is
to evaluate how well you understand
the problem not what you remem-
ber from the book! We don't come
to the university to be bookish but to
learn the skills that we need in our fu-
ture job.

T: Fantastic! If there is something you
don’t understand, how can yo
out? ¥
P:1 will try to find the s
self from reading book
the Internet. If these ste
cessful, | will ask some peo|
expert on the topic. | would i
mention that “any problem that
solve by yourself, you will reme;
for a long time” (not only for
of the exam).

T:1 have to try that by
your favorite subject?
most difficult to you?
P: My favorite subject is Comput-
er Architecture because this subject

is very important for computer engi-

neers. We need to understand ev-
erything about it. Besides, the lecturer
has taught it well.

Electronics is the hardest subject for
me. | am not an expert in it. However,
| attempted to do more exercises to
understand it clearly.

T:Now let’s check out on some stud
styles. Have you ever copied homewo
P:Yes, | have, but | never copied with=
out understanding it. | must try to un-
derstand it before | copy it.

T:So most of the time your classmates
copy from you, right?

P:Um...not like that. | will explain to
them about the material more than let
them copy it, so they can understand
the problem. | don't want them to be
just copycats forever

T: Next question. Have you ever slept in
the class?

P:1 did only one time. It resulted from my
illness and for taking some medicine.

T:I see. How about skipping the class
then?

ip the class just only when
udy in the class

P:If the material in the subject is quite
interesting and is explained very well.
T:What about in boring subjects?

P:1 must bear it because if | didn't pay



The following day is a bank holiday for the Irish. | asked Trish
what was a bank holiday. She said the government picked

6 days of a year to be days off for the people and they all
were called bank holiday. They don’t have the Independence
Day, the Labor Day or any special holiday, just bank holi-

days. | guess that was good in a way. | spent a long time talk-
ing and exchanging stories with Pat and Pauline over breakfast
and then went over to visit uncle Henry. Henry is Pat’s old-
er brother who lives by himself 7 miles away from town. He
lives in an old house, cooks on an open fire,and owns a don-
key. He cycles 14 miles everyday to town to get a newspaper
and some groceries. He lives the simplest life. Every morn-
ing he wakes up, builds his fire and cooks bacon and cabbage.
| found that truly fascinating for he is living the life of the an-
cient people in the 21st century. | was delighted to have a
chance to talk with him, although | couldn’t understand most
of what he was saying. He talked fast with thick accent. For
a while there | wasn’t sure if he spoke English. His house

was small with one big room and the first thing | saw when |
walked in was the open fireplace where he cooks. The house
was so old that he didn’t remember how old it was, almost
half a century old was his guess. It used to have a thatch roof,

When we got home, | was surprised to see that both Pat and
Pauline were still up. It’s almost | |pm. Pauline told me that
no one goes to bed early on a weekend in Ireland. Going to
a pub to mingle is a big part of the Irish culture. People play
music and dance and drink until late at night. If tea was the
most popular drink for the Irish, | was sure that beer came in
second. A small town of 600 people like Strokestown had 19
pubs!.Trish and | had a light dinner just before bed.

but Pat replaced the roof a couple of years ago. We talked for a while and Henry showed me how to
build a fire. | knew | acted like a tourist when | asked if | could take his picture in front of the house. | re-
ally couldn’t help it. This was traditional as traditional could be.

Our next stop was the tallest mountain in Roscommon, right in Strokestown. Pat said that on a clear day
we would be able to see 5 counties from the top of that mountain (the mountain didn’t have a name).
Unfortunately, it wasn’t a clear day, actually it was worst than that, it was a foggy and rainy day. Trish and
Pat took me up to the top of the mountain where the big cross was put there 50 years ago. Way back
then there wasn'’t any road, to build the cross, people had to transport sand and cement on the back of
donkeys. A line of donkeys and town people hiking up to the top of the mountain in the rain was the pic-
ture | had in my mind when Pat told the story. Every little thing in Ireland has a story behind it.

From the mountain, we headed into town to visit the Hales” house, the only thing for tourist in town. Up
until about 15-20 years ago, the house was occupied by Major and Lady Hales. They were the town gov-
ernors sent from the British Empire. Ireland became republic since 1942, but the Hales family stayed on in
Strokestown until the 80’s. They pretty much owned the town. They used to make town people walked
on the other side of the street out of their way. Strokestown was their little kingdom and they were the
king and the queen. No one was permitted to walk on their properties (which was pretty much every-
where). When Trish was young, she and her friends dared each other to bike through the giant iron-gate
toward the house. They would bike in the estate closed enough to the house and then retreated. One
day a friend dared Trish to bike to the actual front door and touched a doorstep. She did, the little Trish
touched the stepping stone at the front door and looked up the window, and there she was, Madam Hales
looking down. The dogs were let out to chase Trish, and in panic she fell off the bike before she got her-
self together and biked away back into town. The house even had a different entrance for the gentry
(themselves) and the town people. They treated everyone like dirt and soon enough people started to re-
ject them and finally they had to move back to England. | found it hard to believe that a story sounded so
much like a period movie has happened in my generation, only 15-20 years ago. The house is a museum
now. Pat and Trish took me around the estate. Pat helped the town restoring parts of the house so we all
didn’t have to buy tickets and could pretty much walk anywhere we pleased. | had my grand private tour.

It’s time to say goodbye to the Compton family. As much as | enjoyed Strokestown, | was going to be in
Ireland only for 9 days, and there were a lot more for me to see. | left the house headed down south to-
ward Cork City. | would be spending another week driving along the coast. The second part of my trip
was as much fun as the first.

All'in all, it has been a very tiring but enjoyable trip. | have put |,133 miles on the car. | have experienced
the sun and the rain. | have seen the sheep and the cows on the streets. | have walked on the beautiful
landscapes and the majestic castles....and that was Ireland in my eyes.

much attention to the class, | have to do
more on self-study and readings. It's just
a matter of responsibility and attitude.
You are the one who control the situa-
tion. Don't let a boring subject make you
down. Studying is an important job for
the student and attitudes such as toler
ce and patience are necessary for him
be successful.

T:To remain in top rank must be tough. Do
you ever have a bad time? How did you get
it through?

P: Sure, | everWhen | am feeling terrible,
[ 'will consuft with my best friends or fam-
ily They will give good support and ad-
vice. Then | will try to solve my problems
sensibly.

T:Who motivated you to go through these
obstacles? Who was pushing you?
P:My famlly i My im
always give me

you must have mal
you balance your

T:There are a couple more questions.
you think English is important? And wi
P: Absolutely. English is a world-wideslg
guage. You can communicate with for=

eigners with the common language. Cui. 4 3vorthwh Mei!emember yoﬁr?lhe

rently every business needs to contact
with foreign countries. If you want to get
more chance, you must have good Eng-

and worthwhile living whileg r
grad Again, the easy techniq
. |ng is to pay attention to the ma

lish skills.

T: If you would like to be somebody else,
who would that person be?

P:1 would like to be Hermiony Grang-
er, because she is skillful and smart. She
is the best student and is veny diligent.
She acquired her abilities frof
perience. Moreover; she is
darling.

T:Hang on.You are a fa
P:Yes | am.

T:Not just the te
planning for your
P:1 plan to finis
[ may also work
years to get mo
more effective wi
ademic field whic
T: Last thing. Do yo
to tell to undergrads
P: Do not study only.You ici-

pate in any other activiti can
no longer enjoy when Par-
ticipating in various acti ou
more experience. Let's have a good time

anything you want

the whole subject in one da
work well. Enjoy your undergre
I did.

ant to make your unlver5| e

one who @etrol the situation. Eh]O)"
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What is the most id-
iot thing you've ever
done?

Your girlfriend??

you haven't called her

a couple of days.

7.04%

Lectured to video in LMS
with blurred pictures and
letters.

16.9%

Inthe future, the mo-
bile phone will be
able to ..

Have button that tul
mobile to be a light
SERUERS)

What doyou wish
from our depart-
ment for this new.
year!

Cha
the ggﬁnp e
room.

893%

Coffee and snacks every
break time.

7.14%

Foot massage and aroma-
therapy service.

VWhat is the best way If you met a fairy, Which movie is the
to prevent the juve-  what wish would you most unrealistic?
nile getting into the  have made?

inappropriate web-

site?

What is in your mind
when you finish your
examination?

Where is my Elephant!!
All of them are impossible.
Lord OfThe Rings :)

India porno.

Fhan-Chun

All of scary movies.

ey are all nonsensel The
can't have any sound

I'm not the only one who
can't make it!

Yeah, this is life!
‘What have | donel Mar

Set up a home sweet
home campaign.

2321%

10.71%

Oh no

Whats_ Up@CPE

by Suthep Madarasmi, Ph.D,, Department Chair:

The editor-in-chief had asked me to write an article on the plans and goals of our de-
partment. | questioned, “Cyber Ant is supposed to be a fun student’s forum magazine,
so who would want to read such a boring article?” | imnmediately realized the need to
borrow Hollywood’s techniques in making movies on historical events such as The Ti-
tanic or Pearl Harbor.The trick is to spice it up with a juicy love story so people will
pay to watch. So, how can | write about the department to make it interesting and
palatable to Cyber Ant readers?

Sopha is a 3rd-year international program student at CPE. How should | describe So-
pha? Let’s say from a distance people often mistake her for Tata Young. Her face is
more like McIntosh; not the computer Mclntosh, obviously, but Maam Mclntosh. Anek,
a tall 4th-year student in the regular program, has tried for over 2 years now to be So-
pha’s phuan sanit (close friend), thinking this would be the best way to capture her
heart some day. But it has been difficult, since Sopha has many close friends and to-
gether they speak English so well and appear so hi-so (high society), making him some-
what insecure.Anyhow, he’s now involved in the new Exxon-Mobil sponsored English
training program held by CPE for seniors. He plans to get a good job in an interna-
tional company and should some day be able to win a place in Sopha’s heart.

Sopha is now proud to be in the international program. She used to question how

it was different from the regular program, except for the instruction in English. Now,
with the many international instructors, ESL programs, language activities, new com-

puter labs, and her seniors having graduated to good jobs, she is quite pleased.Also, Ms.

Eunice, the new international program coordinator, has helped initiate many interest-
ing programs including tutoring, so there’s visibly more support for her. She can sense
her English and engineering skills improve with time as she heads towards becom-

ing a “global engineer”. She did consider transferring to the University of Missouri this
year, but it was too expensive for her parents. She could still have convinced her par-
ents, but deep in her heart, she too didn’t want to leave her friends behind. Next year;
though, she plans to take CPE’s free TOEFL preparation course to prepare her for en-
trance into a master’s degree program in the States. With the quality education she

is getting here, she is confident she can perform well anywhere. She is also consider-
ing going to Germany for one semester as exchange student next year. The program
is quite affordable, having to only pay for living costs there. She does wonder how she
will live without her dear friends, especially Phi Anek who has always been around
whenever she needed someone to talk to or even yell at. She is also afraid that once
she is out of sight, Phi Arunee, who shares a senior project with Anek, might get a
chance to spend even more time with Anek. Sopha has convinced herself that Arunee
is Anek’s kik (a term probably derived from “sidekick”, referring to potential special
friend). Phi Arunee is actually very pleasant, but Sopha just hates that woman for some

odd reason that even she finds unreasonable.

Rit is a new student from a small town up North. He felt very insecure and homesick
during his first semester here. However, the activities for |st year students had quick-
ly made him very close to his friends. The 3rd year students who once appeared to
despise him and had even rejected his entire class, now all seem so kind, especially Phi
Sopha. Sopha is his peer mentor as they share the same last digits of student ID. Ev-
ery time Phi Sopha is around he finds it difficult to even breathe as her good looks
make it hard for him to control his trembling nerves. He jokingly imagines himself as

a hero in a real-life drama titled Raak Khaam Run (Love across the Age Barrier). Rit
found CPE00 last semester to be very easy. He thinks the acharn taught the course
very very very well; however; he finds that the acharn had one serious flaw: he liked to
praise himself too much. Rit did rather poorly in Calculus and Physics, though, because
it was so different from what he had learned in high school. Anyhow, the many tutoring
programs the department held really helped him make it through. He can sense that
the acharns at CPE do truly care for his well-being and want to see him succeed, be-
cause his success also means the success of the department. To Rit, college is not just
a place to learn and earn a bachelor’s degree for work, but a place to have memorable
experiences and build good friendship that will last a life time. His mother had once
told him,“Rit, your goals in life will never end -- school, college, job, graduate school,
marriage, children, better job, etc. -- new goals keep coming. If you only focus on reach-
ing your goals, you will merely be traveling towards your final destination which is the
end of life. So, try to enjoy each journey towards each destination in life”. Rit partici-
pates in the many activities among friends to get the most out of the 4 youthful years
he will spend as part of his journey through college life.

With the CPE Party Night coming up in Febuary, Rit is given the daunting task to pre-
pare a show on behalf of freshmen students. He asks Sopha for help. Sopha calls on
Anek, knowing he will always be willing to assist, even though he is under lots of pres-
sure to complete his senior project.Together they organize a group of students for a
dance, but cannot find a place to practice.“| feel so crowded in this department some-
times! When are we going to get more space here?” asked Rit.Anek didn’t know. So-
pha had the inside story so told that the construction will begin this summer and CPE
should have 1.5 floors more by the next school year. She’s not so sure how much of
it she will get to use by the time she graduates. Rit is assured that he will definite-

ly get to use the new space with its modern labs, learning space, and student activi-
ties rooms.After the practice,Anek went to have coffee and cake with Sopha at Bow’s
Café. It was just the two of them this time.Anek asked Sopha,“Let’s go to the Loi Kra-
thong (lantern float) festival next VWednesday”.“Who all are going?” she asked. “Just
the 2 of us,” Anek responded, his voice trembling as his chocolate cake starts to lose
its sweet taste.After a brief pause that seemed a million heartbeats to Anek, Sopha fi-
nally replied, “Yes”.




